16            THE ESSENCE OF BUDDHISM.

Even in his last moments he received a monk Subhadra,.
explained to him the Noble Eightfold Path, and converted
him to the true faith. His last words to his disciples were :

" Decay is inherent in all compound things. Dharmaka-ya
alone is eternal. Seek wisdom and work <'ut your salvation
with diligence."

The remains of the Blessed One were burnt by the Mallas
of Kusinagara with alt the honours and pomp worthy of a
king of kings. After cremation the relics were carried to the
town-hall, and guarded there fora week covered by a cupola
of lances in an enclosure of bows and honoured with gar-
lands, prefumes, music and dances. When Ajatasatru, the
king of Magada, heard of the death of the Lord at Kusina-
gara, he sent an ambassadaor to the Mallas of that place to
demand of them a portion of the relics, as he desired to erect
a tumulus (stupa) in honor of these relics. The sam^ de-
mand was also made by the Licchavis ofVaiba.li, the Sa.kyas
of Kapilavastu, the Bulls of Alahappa, the Koliyas of Rama-
grama and the Mallas of Pava. A Brahman of Vethadvipa
also demanded a share on the plea of his being a Brahman.
At first the Mallas of Kusinugara were not willing' to satisfy
these demands, as the Lord attained parinirvdna in their
territory. But on the advice of the Brahman Drona, who
pointed out to the Mallas the indecency of quarrelling over
the relics of one who had preached universal brotherhood,
the Mallas of Kusinagam changed their mind. Drona was then
entrusted with the distribution, and he took for himself the
urn, over which he desired to erect a stupa. After the division
the Mauryas of PippaUvana sent an envoy for demanding
some relics, but they had to content themselves with the
charcoal from the funeral pyre. Those that received a share
of the relics (^///d/u) preserved them in dagohas (dJiutJi^^arb-
has} erected in their respective countries. It is said that
Emperor Asoka opened these ancient dftgobas and distribut-
ed the relics contained in them all over his wide empire,
and built more than eighty thousand stupas and dagobas for
their preservation.

Such is, freed from the fanciful additions of a pious
posterity, the life of the historic Buddha. How much of it
is real history,, is rather difficult to say. But as to the histor-